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WHAT  HAS  BEEN  DONE. 


By  F.  M.  RAINS. 


What  have  Foreign  Missions  accom¬ 
plished?  is  often  asked.  It  will  be  super¬ 
fluous  to  undertake  to  mention  all  the  bless¬ 
ings.  The  spirit  of  world  wide  evangelism 
has  opened  the  gates  of  every  nation  on 
earth  to  the  gospel.  This  is  a  triumph 
worth  the  labor  of  a  cen'tury. 

During  the  century  now  closing  no  less 
than  one  hundred  and  sixty  million  copies 
of  the  Word  of  God  have  been  printed  in 
about  three  hundred  and  sixty  different 
dialects.  At  the  beginning  of  this  century 
the  Bible  could  be  studied  by  only  one-fifth 
of  the  earth’s  population;  now  it  is  trans¬ 
lated  into  languages  that  make  it  accessible 
to  nine-tenths  of  the  world’s  inhabitants. 
The  missionaries  have  been  the  great  trans¬ 
lators.  The  task  of  spreading  the  Scriptures 
abroad  would  never  have  been  attempted 
by  the  trader,  nor  could  it  have  been  done 
by  the  scholar.  Only  the  missionary  of 
ripe  scholarship,  and  with  experience  in  the 
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heathen  land,  was  equal  to  the  undertaking. 
The  foremost  missionaries  have  been  the 
foremost  translators.  The  Burmese  version 
of  Judson,  the  Persian  of  Henry  Martyn, 
the  Sanscrit  of  Carey,  the  Bechuaua  of 
Moffat,  the  Chinese  of  Morrison,  are  all 
monuments  of  the  highest  talents  and  the 
most  patient  perseverance. 

Foreign  Missions  have  changed  the  map 
of  the  world.  The  indomitable  courage  of 
the  missionary  has  enabled  him  to  pierce 
the  very  heart  of  the  most  exclusive  nations 
of  the  globe,  and  has  revealed  lakes,  and 
rivers,  and  mountains,  and  peoples,  as  well 
as  cities  and  civilizations  before  unknown 
to  Christendom.  He  lias  enriched  every 
known  science,  biology,  philology,  zoolog}7, 
etc. 

The  missionary  has  transformed  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  world,  increased  its  variety, 
and  enlarged  its  volume.  The  annual  net 
profit  of  commerce  with  heathen  lands, 
opened  by  missions,  is  estimated  at  no 
less  than  $20,000,000.  In  a  century,  this 
amounts  to  $2,000,000,000.  The  total  ex¬ 
penditures  for  missions,  in  this  period,  does 
not  exceed  $300,000,000.  The  net  profit, 
therefore,  amounts  to  $1,700,000,000  A 
century  ago  the  commerce  of  India  was 
almost  nothing,  now  it  is  estimated  to  be 
worth  $600,000,000  a  year.  In  about  a 


quarter  of  a  century,  Japan  has  advanced 
so  swiftly  as  to  cause  leading  commercial 
nations  to  fear  she  may  become  a  serious 
rival  for  the  supremacy  in  industrial  pur¬ 
suits.  Bach  year  a  New  York  publishing 
house  sends  50,000  school  books  into  the 
‘ ‘  Sunrise  Kingdom.  ’  ’  The  commerce  of  the 
Sandwich  Islands  is  now  worth  $15,000,000 
yearly.  These  Islands  paid  for  exports  at 
a  single  American  port,  in  one  year,  more 
money  by  $367,000  than  it  cost  to  Chris¬ 
tianize  them. 

Missions  to  the  ends  of  the  earth  have 
increased  man’s  moral  character  and  cul¬ 
ture,  and  prosperity  and  happiness.  From 
the  time  messages  of  peace  were  carried  from 
Rome  to  the  British  Isles,  to  the  last  mis¬ 
sionary  that  embarked  for  a  heathen  land, 
there  have  been  uniform  results.  Every 
truly  happy  home  in  which  is  to  be  found 
Christian  influences,  is  debtor  to  world-wide 
missions.  All  our  schools  and  universities, 
every  institution  of  beneficence,  are  the  re¬ 
sult  of  Foreign  Missions  coming  to  our 
ancestors  and  leading  them  to  a  better  char¬ 
acter.  Not  the  Anglo  Saxon  alone,  but  the 
Anglo-Saxon  spirit  touched  with  the  gospel 
is  what  has  enlarged  human  knowledge  and 
increased  human  happiness.  We  must  not 
be  blind  to  the  power  and  value  of  Chris¬ 
tian  missions;  on  the  contrary,  we  must 


show  a  living  interest  and  a  fitting  grati¬ 
tude  for  all  that  has  been  done,  and  for 
all  the  promises  of  the  future. 

There  is  to-day  a  standing  army  of  de¬ 
voted  missionaries  scattered  over  the  dark 
places  of  the  earth,  numbering  about  twelve 
thousand;  and  these  are  reinforced  by  more 
than  seventy  thousand  native  preachers, 
teachers  and  other  workers.  But  the  most 
.signal  triumph  is  the  enrollment  of  more 
than  a  million  faithful  communicants,  who 
have  been  taken  out  of  the  deep  and  diffi¬ 
cult  quarry  of  heathenism.  The  shafts  of 
gospel  light  are  now  piercing  the  darkest 
corners  of  every  benighted  region.  Only 
initial  steps  have  so  far  been  taken.  The 
whole  human  race  is  ready  to  receive 

the  heralds  of  the  cross.  Missionaries  and 
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preachers  and  churches  must  now  move 
forward  in  one  concerted  effort  upon  the 
kingdom  of  darkness.  What  has  been  done 
is  a  sure  promise  of  Messiah’s  reign  in  a 
still  wider  domain. 
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